A total of 32 operations had been carried out previously on the 20 knees; the details are shown in Table  I .
All these operations were carried out on separate occasions. Previous scars should be used whenever The Steinmann's pins are now inserted, avoiding the side slot of the K#{252}ntscher nail (Fig. 7) . If necessary, two sets of compression clamps (arranged perpendicular to each other) may be used. If indicated, the patella may be used as a bone graft, either as a free graft or screwed to the front of the knee. Note also the successful fusion of the right knee using the same technique after two previous attempts at arthrodesis by compression alone had failed. more than ifthe knee was fused in slight flexion (Charnley 1960) .
